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XXVII. An Account of feveral fepulchral 
Infer iptions and Figures in Bas-relief dif- 
covered , in 1755, at Bonn in Lower Ger¬ 
many. In a Letter to James Weft, 
Ffquire , Pr. R. S. from John Strange, 
Ffquire , F. R. S. 


Sir, 


Read Nov. 9, "XT' OUR diltinguilhed tafte for anti- 

> 7 69 ' j£ quities, and the zeal you have ever 
Ihewn in the prefervation of them, encourage me to 
addrefs to you the following account of lbme curious 
remains of Roman antiquity, found a few years fince 
at Bonn in Lower Germany. 

In a journey to Italy, in the fummer of 1757, 
palling through Germany and the Tyrol, I had 
opportunities of colle&ing feveral ancient Roman in- 
feriptions, which, upon examination afterwards, I 
found had never been publilhed. Upon my arrival 
in Tufcany, I therefore communicated them to fuch, 
among my literary friends, as delighted in thefe ftu- 
dies, and my German inferiptions were foon after 
publilhed by Dr» Lami, profelfor of theology at 
Florence (1). 


(0 Novelle Letterarie di Firenze, t-. xxin p. 527; 
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The remainder were inferted by Abbe Donati, of 
Lucca, in a new collection of ancient Roman in- 
fcriptions which he has lately publilhed by way of 
fupplement to Muratori’s Thefaurus. But as feveral 
of the infcriptions, which I had collected in Germany, 
were copied from bas-reliefs, which appeared to me 
to be curious, and very little known, I thought pro¬ 
per to have drawings of them made, and take this 
opportunity of communicating them to you j defiring 
at the fame time, that you would be pleafed to pre- 
fent them, in my name, to the learned Society over 
which you prefide, Ihould you think they merit their 
attention and acceptance. Permit me at prefent to 
give you the following Ihort account of the ori¬ 
ginals. 

About May, 1755, in digging fome foundations in 
a garden belonging to his ferene Highnefs the EleCtor 
of Cologne, at Bonn in Germany, feveral ancient Ro¬ 
man fepulohral ftones were found. Eight of thefe, 
being thought curious on account of the bas-reliefs 
and infcriptions carved upon them, were foon after 
fixed up againft the wall of an inner open court of the 
electoral palace at Bonn, where they Hill remain. 

Thedrawings(2), which I have now the honour to 
fend you, are faithful copies of thefe antiquities, which 
being in the higheft prefervation, and the infcriptions 
upon them containing nothing more than the ufual 
form, it would be impertinent to enter into any par¬ 
ticular defeription of them. I cannot however omit 
remarking the lingular barbarity of the Roman fol- 
diers names in thefe infcriptions. It will be further 

(a) See Tab. VIJL and IX. 
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fatisfadlory to acquaint you, that I wrote Tome time 
ago to Father Hartzheim, a learned Jefuit and anti¬ 
quarian of Cologne (the author of Veldidena and 
feveral other tradts relating to the antiquities of Lower 
Germany, and who is fince dead), in order to know 
whether any farther difcoveries had been made at 
Bonn fince that time. His anfwer affined me that 
nothing more had been found. 

This is all I have to trouble you with upon the 
prefent fubjedt; give me leave, therefore, to affine 
you, that I (hall with pleafure embrace any future op¬ 
portunity of communicating fuch particulars, relative 
to the fcope of the Royal Society, as have fallen 
within the courfe of my travels ; and ffiall ever efteem 
their indulgence an ample compenfation for my 
trouble. 

I have the honour to be v 
SI R, 

Your very obedient 

and humble fervant. 


Cavendilh Square, 
July io, 1769. 


John Strange, 
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